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ACTS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 



I. The Secretary, under date of February 14, 1920, 
submitted to the Council an invitation to the 
Association from Vassar College to meet at 
Poughkeepsie in December, 1920, and a similar 
invitation from the University of Michigan to 
meet at Ann Arbor in December, 1923 ; Voted: 
That both invitations be accepted. 

II. The Executive Council was requested (October 1, 
1920) by the American Council on Education, 
of which the Modern Language Association of 
America is an associate member, to nominate a 
committee on International Auxiliary Languages 
to cooperate with Committees of the Inter- 
national Research Council and other national 
and international organizations. The appoint- 
ment of such a committee was approved by the 
Council and the following persons were nomi- 
nated for this service : 

Professors Raymond Weeks (Chairman), 
Hermann CoUitz, Kenneth McKenzie, William 
A. Nitze, and Frederick Klaeber, 

III. The recommendations and suggestions proposed by 
by the Modern Language Club of the University 
of Minnesota (printed in full in the Proceed- 
ings for 1919 — ^see the Publications for June, 
1920, pp. viii-ix) were submitted to the Execu- 
tive Council Oct. 11, 1920, and a separate vote 
was taken on each of the five propositions, with 
the result that all of the recommendations pro- 
posed were disapproved. 
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IV. The Germanistic Society of America, under date of 
Sept. '7, 1920, addressed to the Secretary of the 
Modern Language Association a request to sup- 
ply copies of the Publications to the following 
libraries free of charge : 

Staats Bibliothek, Berlin, and the University 
Libraries of Breslau, Erlangen, Giessen, Gottin- 
gen, and Heidelberg. 

This appeal obviously raised a general question 
which involved other libraries as well as those 
on whose behalf it was put forward. Accord- 
ingly, the matter was referred (Oct. 11, 1920) 
to the Executive Council for the purpose of 
formulating a policy in regard to concessions to 
European libraries confronted by the special 
conditions consequent on the War. On the basis 
of the replies received, the majority of the Coun- 
cil appear to be of the opinion : 

1. That such concessions should be limited to 

libraries which were subscribers to the 
Publications at the outbreak of the War. 

2. That concessions should be restricted to 

countries whose currency has been reduced 
by the present rate of exchange to 50% of 
its normal value or less. 

3. That in such cases either the Publications 

should be sent at a reduced rate or the 

time of payment should be indefinitely 

extended; but that it is not desirable to 

supply the Publications gratuitously. 

V. The Secretary submitted to the Executive Council 

on Oct. 11, 1920, a statement of the financial 

condition of the Association which showed that 

a deficit at the end of the year was inevitable. 
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The following recommendations, offered as a 
partial means of relieving the present exigencies, 
were approved by the Council (by practically a 
unanimous vote) : 

1. That hereafter the charges for printing and 

binding reprints be borne by the authors 
instead of by the Association. The author, 
of course, will be allowed to decide whether 
he wishes reprints or not, and if so, how 
many. 

2. That, in view of the fact that the Association 

proposes to issue a general Index to Vols. 
xxxiv-XL of the Publications, the classified 
" Index to Articles " at the end of each 
volume be discontinued. 

3. That, instead of printing year by year the 

complete KoU of Members Deceased since 
the organization of the Association, merely 
an annual ISTecrology be printed, giving 
the names of deceased members not in- 
cluded in previous lists. 

4. That advertising rates be materially in- 

creased. 

VI. The Secretary, under date of Nov. 4, 1920, sub- 
mitted to the Executive Council an invitation to 
the Association from Johns Hopkins University 
to meet at Baltimore in December, 1921 ; Voted: 
That the invitation be accepted. 

VTI. The Secretary, under date of Nov. 8, 1920, called 
attention to the vote at the Columbus meeting 
(see Publications, June, 1920, p. iv) authorizing 
the Council at its discretion to increase the sub- 
scription to the Publications, and urged the 
necessity of immediate action; Voted: That, be- 
ginning January, 1921, the subscription to the 
Pvhlications be increased to $4. 

Carleton BeowNj Secretary. 



